




Correct identification is 
vital to ensure that any 
pest control measures are 
not affecting populations 
of beneficial insects. It is 
worth investing in a good, 
illustrated guide to pests in 
gardens and allotments.

Homes for your insect friends
You can make a lacewing or 
ladybird hotel using a large 
plastic bottle. Cut the bottom 
off the bottle. Fill the bottle 
with rolled up corrugated 
cardboard or straw or bamboo 
sticks to create hollow spaces 
for the insects to shelter in. 
Secure the card with wire or 
string across the bottom of the 
bottle. Hang the bottle upright 
from a tree or post. Keep the 
cap on to stop rain getting in; 
the lacewings or ladybirds will 
enter from underneath.   




